
  United States Attorney Gregory G. Lockhart 
                                     Southern District of Ohio 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                          CONTACT: Fred Alverson  
Friday, June 09, 2006                                             614-469-5715        
http://www.usdoj.gov/usao/ohs                FAX: 614-469-2200 

 
DRUG DEALER PLEADS GUILTY TO BEING CAREER CRIMINAL 

 
Faces mandatory 20-year sentence 

 
COLUMBUS – Wilfred Padilla, age 45, pled guilty in United States Court here today to 

one count of engaging in a continuing criminal enterprise. Padilla was born in Mexico, lived in 
Texas, and was transporting multiple kilograms of cocaine and marijuana for distribution in 
Columbus and Chillicothe until his arrest in 2005.  
  

Gregory G. Lockhart, United States Attorney for the Southern District of Ohio; Ross 
County Sheriff Ron Nichols; Chillicothe Police Jeffrey Keener, John Monce, Superintendent, 
Ohio Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation in Ohio Attorney General Jim Petro’s 
Office; Columbus Police Chief James Jackson, Franklin County Sheriff Jim Karnes, Stanley J. 
Borgia, Special Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Cincinnati Field Division; and 
agencies of the Southern Ohio HIDTA Task Force announced the plea entered today before 
Senior United States District Judge John D. Holschuh. 
  

Officers arrested Padilla on June 27, 2005 after a witness working with law enforcement 
bought five kilograms of cocaine from Padilla at a Dublin, Ohio restaurant. Officers obtained a 
search warrant for the hotel room where Padilla was staying and seized another 15 kilograms of 
cocaine there. 
  

A federal grand jury initially indicted Padilla on July 21, 2005 and returned a superseding 
indictment on January 12, 2006 charging Padilla with directing an organization that arranged for 
regular transportation of multiple kilograms of cocaine from Texas and Mexico to Columbus 
where it would be stored until it could be distributed in and around Columbus and Chillicothe. 
  

Padilla used a number of different vehicles including semi-trucks to transport the drugs. 
Agents documented more than $80,000 in wire transfers from May 2002 until June 2005 from 
Columbus to Texas, and documented Padilla’s purchases of luxury automobiles totaling 
$115,260 from EM Sales in Grove City. In court, Padilla admitted selling the cocaine for 
$20,000 a kilogram and transporting the bulk of the proceeds back to Texas via couriers. 
 
 Padilla has been in custody since his arrest. Judge Holschuh will set a date for sentencing. 
The crime carries a mandatory 20-year prison term. 
  

The investigating agencies are part of a task force created under the Ohio HIDTA. In 
2005, Congress designated Franklin County as a High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area. 
Participating agencies include the Route 23 Pipeline Task Force and the Drug Enforcement 
Administration. 
  

http://www.usdoj.gov/usao/ohs


“Cooperation by agencies under the HIDTA umbrella magnifies the abilities of any one 
agency,” Lockhart said. “Such coordination is the only to disrupt and dismantle large drug 
trafficking organizations.” 

  
Lockhart commended the cooperative investigation by agents and officers on the task 

force, and Assistant U.S. Attorneys Robyn Hahnert and Kevin Kelley who prosecuted the case. 
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